
TIBET IN EXILE

It was in the month of August, September 1975; I landed in Ladakh with a writer to photograph HH the Dalai Lama, delivering Buddhist sermons. It was an amazing site, the rugged landscape as tough as Tibet could have been, thousands of Tibetans including Buddhist ladakhis filled the landscape from here to infinity where the high mountains stopped them. It was drizzling all along and the chilled breeze of the snow peak mountains running through the limbs and faces who sat in meditation listening to his holiness. The faith was magical, despite the cold weather thousands sat through the experience that Buddhism had instilled in them.  I was deeply moved by the faith and dedication. 
I did have a small encounter with HH and did some portraits after the sermons. 

And later tt was in 1984 that we decided to do a book on HH and Tibetans in exile and I landed in Dharmashala where HH resides. It was after 9 long years as I entered the arena where HH was doing his prayer on Tibetan’s New Year day, our eyes met and he gave me a warm smile and extended his hands. This was such a heart warming and fulfilling experience of being recognized. 
Ever since I have been visiting Dharamshala on various occasions and reasons, on behalf of some European magazines as well as for my book also. HH, the man, the spritiual head and the king in exile is the same loving, gentle and great Buddhist teacher whom I met in 1975. The world recognizes him with various titles inferred upon him including the Nobel laureate. I did read his book – Tibet: My Land My People; it was so understated moving and powerful experience and I almost felt guilty for being on this planet where a great soul like HH and millions of peace loving Tibetans have been exiled. 
Once a year – closure to their New Year week, Tibetan have been staging a peaceful march to remind the world that they need to go back to their homeland. But the recent phenomenon where Chinese authorities has spent billions of dollars not only to host the Olympic but to charm the world causing greater hurt to the very spirit of the Buddhist world and specially Tibetans in particular. So there have been many demonstrations in Tibet, in China as well as in India and rest of the world, Tibetans wanting to go back to their homeland.  
And I stand as one amongst the millions who support the Tibetan cause of achieving the right to their homeland. Hence, here are these images that I would like to share with all of you as a testimony to who they are and where they belong. 

________________________________________________________________________
ASIATICAFILMMEDIALE
Via Nicolò V, 12 00165 Rome Italy tel 0039 (0)6 39388386 fax 0039 (0)6 39386418 www.asiaticafilmmediale.it



