PRESS RELEASE

ASIA ON THE TIBER
ASIATICAFILMMEDIALE

Encounters with Asian Cinema

Rome, November 3, 2008 - We are pleased to announce a particularly rich and stimulating program this year for the ninth edition of the Asiaticafilmmediale – Encounters with Asian film. The festival which will take place in Rome between November 15 and 23 in various locations including the Sala Petrassi of the Auditorium, the Farnese Cinema, within the antique walls of Hadrian’s Temple, located in the beautiful 17th Century Piazza di Pietra, and the Casa del Cinema.

Asiaticafilmmediale Festival has become an important international appointment in the cinema world. It was created with the idea of building a bridge between Italy and the Asian continent, and chooses cinema, a medium sensitive to change, as the best tool for renewing the dialogue between East and West. In addition to the special events scheduled this year, the IX edition of the festival features once again a splendid panorama of recent Asian films and documentaries, all Italian premiers, from: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Philippines, Japan, Jordon, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Iran, Kazakhstan, Khirghizistan, Singapore, Syria, Sri Lanka, and Turkey. 

The 2008 edition of Asiaticafilmmediale will be characterized by a special focus on India. The festival will open on Saturday, November 15, in the Sala Petrassi of the Auditorium with a special screening of Franz Osten and Himansu Rai’s 1925 silent film entitled LIGHT OF ASIA, accompanied by a live jazz orchestra. The film stars Seeta Devi  (see attached photo) and is a great classic of Asian cinema. 

Among the special events of this year’s festival will be Focus Mumbai, a series of films, old and new, about one of the world’s greatest metropolis, and the capital of Indian cinema. 

A fabulous photographic exhibit by India’s renowned photographer, Rhagu Rai, on the subject of the Dalai Lama and Tibetans in exile, will take place on Sunday, November 16, in the Hall of The Temple of Hadrian. 
Another fascinating aspect of this year’s Asiaticafimmediale festival is the idea, in collaboration with the Region of Lazio and Arsial, to actually produce a series of short films, “Bread, Wine and Beyond”   dedicated to presenting, from an Asian point of view, various typical products of Lazio. In the days leading up to the festival, a group of Asian filmmakers will each be given a cameraman and crew as well as an editing facility and asked to represent, however they please, local products of their choice. On the closing day of the festival these short films will be screened for the audience.

The festival closes Sunday November 23 at the Sala Petrassi of the Auditorium with the awards ceremony and a special concert of Qawwali, the sacred music of India’s sufi Cishtivva.

Shortly we will be announcing all the film titles, the schedule of screenings and participants, as well as the jury members who will be presenting the Rome Prize for best film, best documentary, and NETPAC award (Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema) as well as the audience award.

The festival has been made possible by generous contributions from the following:

The Ministry of Culture, the Province of Rome and the Region of Lazio, with the collaboration of the Foundation of Cinema for Rome, the Chamber of Commerce of Rome and the Casa del Cinema, as well as contributions from Acea, Arsial, Cathay Pacific, and the patronage of various Asian cultural institutes and embassies.   
For more information www.asiaticafilmmediale.it 
